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self: in him God hath not yet become the world. Were He that
to him, then would he feel at ease in all places, and secure with all
people, always possessing God." x
This passage is of especial psychological interest, for
It shows a trait of the primitive idea of God which we
sketched above. " With every means fetching Sod from
without" is synonymous with the primitive view that the
tondi* is to be procured from without With Eckehart,
of course, it may be merely a figure of speech, through
which the original meaning still glimmers. In any case
Eckehart clearly understands God as a psychological value.
This is proved by the following sentence : " Who fetcheth
God from without, troubled is he by objects." For, when
God is without, He is necessarily projected into the object,
whereby the object acquires an excessive valuation. But
whenever this is the case, the object also gains a supreme
influence over the subject, holding him in a certain slavish
dependence. Eckehart is evidently referring to this familiar
subjection to the object, which makes the world appear in
the r61e of God, i.e. as an absolutely determining factor.
Hence for such a one "God has not yet become the
world", says Eckehart, since for him the world has taken
the place of God. Such a man has not succeeded in
detaching and introverting the surplus value from the
object, thus converting it into an inner possession. Were
he to possess it in himself he would have God (this same
value) continually as object or world, whereby God would
become the world. In the same portion Eckehart says :
"Whosoever is right in his feeling findeth things fitting in
all places and with all people, whereas he that is wrong
findeth nothing right wherever or with whom he may
be. For a man of right feeling hath God with him." A
• i GeistticJie Unterweisung, 4.    (Btittner, vol. ii, p. 8)
8 The libido-concept of the Bataks.   Warnecke, Die Religion de*
Batak (Leipzig 1909).    Tondi is the name for the magic force around
Which everything turns, as it were,

